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 Puncture doesn't deflate Ben 
Hunt's South Canterbury charge 

in the ŠKODA FABIA R5 
 

  Photography credit to Wishart Media 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

 

• Hunt overcomes puncture on SS07 to secure second overall with his ŠKODA FABIA R5 rally car. 

• Hunt sits second in championship with a significant buffer over third position. 

• Confidence grows ahead of Rally New Zealand 

 

ŠKODA New Zealand, 22 June 2022.  It’s been another strong second place finish for Ben Hunt in his new 

ŠKODA FABIA R5 rally car at the weekend’s Rally of South Canterbury.  

 

The ŠKODA New Zealand supported driver showed his mettle after a puncture eroded a well earned time 

buffer ahead of Ari Pettigrew, the Nelson-born driver recovering to retain his podium position. 
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“We had to push hard to put the gap between 2nd and 3rd, you can lose a rally as quickly as win it in those 

situations but the ŠKODA FABIA R5 gave me plenty of confidence to attack that bit harder,” 

 

“Considering we still only have 5 days rallying in the car, I think we showed some awesome pace. I’m more 

confident with the car every rally, but there’s always room to improve. I’m still learning some characteristics of 

the car and we have no past set up information from previous years, so just extracting those extra seconds 

from fine tuning will take a little time. But honestly, the transition to the ŠKODA FABIA R5 has gone very well 

so far. It’s a great car to position and it has great road speed through corners.” Hunt continued. 

 

With the Rally of Far North just a couple of weeks out and just 100 days to the international Rally of New 

Zealand it is very much eyes forward for Hunt and co-driver Tony Rawstorne. 

 

The roads in the Far North and in the International Rally will have similarities to the Rally of Whangārei where 

Hunt also came second earlier in the year. Hunt is looking forward to validating some of the learnings the team 

made on those roads and hopefully achieving a strong result for the international Rally of New Zealand. 

 

“The R5 specification car is obviously not the same level of performance as a WRC 1 car, but I am looking 

forward to benchmarking the ŠKODA FABIA R5 against the international R5 drivers.” 

 

 

Further information: 

Rodney Gillard      

General Manager       

SKODA New Zealand      

P +64 27 4801 842     

 

 

ŠKODA AUTO 
› is successfully steering through the new decade with the NEXT LEVEL – ŠKODA STRATEGY 2030.  

› aims to be one of the five best-selling brands in Europe by 2030 with an attractive line-up in the entry-level segments and additional e-

models. 

› is emerging as the leading European brand in India, Russia and North Africa. 

› currently offers its customers ten passenger-car series: the FABIA, RAPID, SCALA, OCTAVIA and SUPERB as well as the KAMIQ, 

KAROQ, KODIAQ, ENYAQ iV and KUSHAQ. 

› delivered over 870,000 vehicles to customers around the world in 2021. 

› has been a member of the Volkswagen Group for 30 years. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful vehicle manufacturers 

in the world.  

› independently manufactures and develops not only vehicles but also components such as engines and transmissions in association with 

the Group. 

› operates at three sites in the Czech Republic; manufactures in China, Slovakia and India primarily through Group partnerships. 

› employs more than 43,000 people globally and is active in over 100 markets. 

 


