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A win for ŠKODA in the far north, 
but a simple part takes spark out 

of Ben Hunt’s chances 
 

 
  Photography credit to Alex McDonald Bush 

 
 
 

▪ Hunt fastest on SS1 but noted loss of power shortly afterward 

▪ A failed spark plug was identified, car was repaired and drove fine in later stages  

 

ŠKODA New Zealand, 5 July 2022, The Rally of the Far North couldn’t have started better for Ben Hunt and 

Co-Driver, Tony Rawstorn in the ŠKODA New Zealand supported FABIA R5. The pair were fastest in the first 

stage of the rally, topping the time sheets 2.9 seconds over Supercar ace and talented rally driver, Shane van 

Gisbergen. 
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But the car started to feel flat in SS2 and by SS3 had developed a misfire and Hunt decided to stop the car for 

fear of damaging the engine. The ŠKODA New Zealand rally team identified a damaged sparkplug and once 

replaced the car returned and drove fine, but Hunt wasn’t able to record times for stages 3 or 4.  

 

“I’m gutted we couldn’t have driven through it but stopping ultimately was the right call. Had it been a 

championship event, I might have kept going, the car could still drive OK under low load, but it wasn’t  

worth the risk for a club event.” 

 

“ŠKODA do specify a certain Special Stage mileage for the plugs, we were due to replace these at the end of 

this rally, but obviously this one didn’t want to hang in there. A bunch of reasons could contribute to that, fuel, 

driving style and conditions so we’ll play it safe and replace the plugs each rally going forward.” Said Hunt. 

 

The team have a few cautionary checks to make but are confident the car will be firing on all cylinders again for 

the Rally of Napier in a few weeks’ time and the Rally of New Zealand in September. And there’s reassurance in 

the product support they receive from ŠKODA directly. Being a factory-built car for the global rally market, the 

ŠKODA FABIA R5 engine actually comes with a full 3000km motorsport warranty, clients around the world 

can compete knowing the quality of the engine is fit for the most challenging conditions and backed 100% by 

ŠKODA. 

 

Despite Hunt returning in SS5 and taking some late stage wins, Shane van Gisbergen and Co Driver Glen 

Weston took victory in the Race Torque Engineering ŠKODA FABIA R5 out of Australia. 

 

“I would’ve loved to go toe to toe with Shane (van Gisbergen) over the full duration of rally, he’s a fantastic 

driver and also contesting the ŠKODA FABIA R5, I think he was enjoying the competition too. That plug issue 

aside, the car was feeling quick, it was a really enjoyable rally and cool to benchmark our performance against 

Shane who was pushing hard every stage. Great to see another ŠKODA FABIA R5 take the rally victory 

though, congrats to SVG on the win!” Said Hunt. 

 

 

Further information: 

Rodney Gillard      

General Manager       

SKODA New Zealand      

P +64 27 4801 842     
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ŠKODA AUTO 

› is successfully steering through the new decade with the NEXT LEVEL – ŠKODA STRATEGY 2030.  

› aims to be one of the five best-selling brands in Europe by 2030 with an attractive line-up in the entry-level 

segments and additional e-models. 

› is emerging as the leading European brand in India, Russia and North Africa. 

› currently offers its customers ten passenger-car series: the FABIA, RAPID, SCALA, OCTAVIA and SUPERB 

as well as the KAMIQ, KAROQ, KODIAQ, ENYAQ iV and KUSHAQ. 

› delivered over 870,000 vehicles to customers around the world in 2021. 

› has been a member of the Volkswagen Group for 30 years. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most 

successful vehicle manufacturers in the world.  

› independently manufactures and develops not only vehicles but also components such as engines and 

transmissions in association with the Group. 

› operates at three sites in the Czech Republic; manufactures in China, Slovakia and India primarily through 

Group partnerships. 

› employs more than 43,000 people globally and is active in over 100 markets. 

 


